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EXTRACT TI. 

_—— V-——, of Windham, in Connecticut, 
thus writes to his Friend in Boston. 

Rev. and dear Sir, Windham, Oct. 2. 1798, 


You will pardon me for troubling you with a 
line from so unworthy, though ſincere friend. Tt is 
a time of general health in these parts; but this is 
not the best news with which I shall acquaint you: 
for © as cold water to a thirsty ſoul, so is good news 
from a far country.” God is carrying on a glorious 
work in several towns in these parts. The work 
began in the first society at Mansfield, about five or 
six months ago, in a very gradual manner; but soon 
took a very rapid spread in the west part of the town. 
A sermon preached in that neighbourhood at a funeral, 
by the Rev. Mr. Shearman, was greatly blessed. The 
Spirit of the Lord seemed to sweep all before it like 
an over-flowing flood, though with very little noise, 
It is wonderful to see the surprizing alteration in the 
people in so short a time. I conclude there are not 
less than an hundred souls converted in that town 
Since the work began. Soon after, it began in Hampton, 
but did not spread with the same rapidity as it did in 
Mansfield. The like happy work has lately taken 
place in AÞford, in the Rev. Mr. Ponds society, with 
a good degree of power. It has also spread into the 
second society in Mansfield, under the pastoral care 
of Rev. Mr. Welſb; also in the upper part of Canter. 
bury, and lately in Abington in Pomfret. 


Dear sir, we may say, in the midst of judgment 
ad is. Shewing. himself maryellously good and kind ; 
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and though it ſeemed our land, a few months ag 5 


was fully ripe for deſtruction, and the hot thunder= 
bolts of divine wrath were hanging over our heads, 
yet God has made a rich diſplay of his grace, in the 
converſion of many fouls. One thing is remarkable 
in this reformation, there is ſuch. evidence carried in 
the work,, that none, or but very few dare oppoſe it. 
Bigotry, which was ſo common between the Stand- 
ing Order, or the Congregationaliſts, and the Diſ- 
* Winters, is done away.— L his. work is chiefly among 
the Standing Order, 
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EXTRACT II. 


Containing a farther account of the ame work, in a Letter 
from the Rev. E P „to Its Parents, 
dated Ashford, September 24, 1798. 


Honoured Parents, 


1 muſt inform you of the work of God, which 
or is going on in theſe parts. Early in May, an atten- 
on i tion to religion began in the firſt ſociety in Mansfield, 
n. ¶ which increaſed to a great degree, ſo as to become 
ah general. Tt then began in Hampton, where it is as 
nel general as in Mansfield. About tour weeks ſince, it 
ke began here, and, for the time, has spread very fast; 
e. so that about eighty have been under great concern: 
hel Of this number, nearly twenty have a good hope 
oi they have been “ born again.” The work seems to 
ug be spreading. In one family of my people who have 
„only three little daughters, the eldest fifteen years 


in old, they all give evidence that they have been born 


1 again! The work has also began in Mr. Velsb's 
th society in Mansfield; and the prospects are very fa- 
i vourable in Mestford. — Do unite in prayer that God 
eh would pour out his Spirit upon you. It only two or 
'- three can be induced to engage do not omit it. This 
Seems to have been the beginning of the work in 
Mansfield. 5 | 
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EXTRACT III. 


Containing an account of the beginning of the reformation 
in Hariford, in a Letter from the Rev. S 
S. N——, of that City, to his friend 

in Boston, dated Jan. 14. 1799. 


Rer. and dear Sir, 


A glorious revival of religion has lately 
taken place among us. Two of my brothers-in-law, 
the youngest about twelve years old, and the other 
fourteen, had been under deep conviction at times, 
for several weeks before our last Thanksgiving; and 
on that day, whilst I was preaching, the youngest 
was blest with great peace in believing, and went 
home with his soul overflowing with joy. This 
affected the whole family; several of whom we trust, 
could rejoice with him; all the rest were much 
alarmed, and led to cry out under pungent convic- 
tion, „ What shall we do to be saved? From this 
time it has spread from house to house, and from 
heart to heart, till almost the whole City has got 


alarmed. 


I think as many as fifteen or twenty have been 
hopefully converted; many more are under painful 
convictions, and the work is still spreading. It has 
also extended its happy influence among the other 
denominations, who have set up religious confer- 
ences, and welcome its approach. 


We have meetings almost every evening in the 
week. Here is surely a Macedonian cry. “Do 
come over and help us.“ 


eu 244 


101 


12 
0 


3 
EXTRACT IV. 


Containing a further account of the ame work, in a Letter 


from the Rev. J B——, dated at Trumbull, 
Feb. 6. 1799, to his friend at Newbury Port. 


My dear Friend and Brother, 


"THROUGH the kind hand of God, I arrived 
here yesterday. I stopped at Hartford, and preached 
five sermons. ö 


The spirit of hearing at Hartford is greater than 
any representations that have been made. Young 
people of both sexes flock by hundreds, and the pro- 
spect is flattering in the extreme. Conference meet- 
ings are held every night in different private houses. 
In Mr. Strong's society, sixty are thought to be under 
conviction, and twenty have been hopefully brought 
into gospel liberty. In Mr. Nels»s thirty, and some 


in Mr. Flint's. 


The youth hold correspondence one with another 
by letters, and with those of the neighbouring towns, 
Hundreds are under some serious concern, while 
hundreds more stand astonished, and are ready to cry, 
„hat meaneth all this?“ 


The Lord seems to have stepped out of the usual 
path of ordinances, to effect this work more imme- 
diately in the diſplays of his almighty power, and 
the x ry of his Spirit; probably to shew that the 
work is his own. It is not attended with noise and 
conſus ion, but with solemnity and reverence. No 
fre; no rushing wind; no earthquake; but a still 
small voice goes before this wonderful work; no 
doubt, to hide pride from man. The ministers are 
Stirred up to uncommon diligence and labour, so 
that they have scarcely time to prepare for yublic 
exercises. 


The sacred flame has spread into many neighbour- 
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ing towns * and the pious are flocking into Hartford 
to be eye-witnesses of this glorious work. I have 
felt myself so much engaged in preaching, visiting, 
and conversing with old and young, that of atten- 
tion has been literally taken off from Wife, Children, 
Flock, and bodily infirmities. O that my past time 
had been better employed and filled than it has been. 
Should my health be continued, I hope, by the grace 
of God to spend my strength wholly in the Lord's 
cause, which carries its own reward with it. 


Two hundred miles N. W. of Hartfird on the 
border of the Indian nations, I am informed that the 
Lord is pouring out his Spirit plentifully. The 
Aborigines + flock to hear the Gospel, and fall under 
the word like Dagon before the Ark. I have seen 
a preacher from those parts, who gives the most 
flattering accounts, and informs me, that very large 
numbers have been added to the churches in that 
vicinity, the last year, 


After the sermon was finished upon a late occasion 
in the woods, an Indian stood up with tears in his 
eyes, and thus addressed the audience: © I desire to 
bless God, that white people ever came into this 
country. White people brought the Bible, and the 
religion of Jesus with them. White people prayed 
for the conversion of the heathen, and I stand up 
this day as a living witness of the power of God's 
converting grace in ansver to their prayers. Con- 
tinue to pray for the conversion of more heathens, 
that they also may be brought to the knowledge 
of Jesus.“ | 


2 It is mentioned in a letter of April 25. ſrom a res»eQable 
character in Hartferd, that it has spread ito ntarly one hundred 
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ES + Or native Indians. 
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EXTRACT V. 

Rev. Caleb Blood, a Baptist Minister of Shaftesbury, in 

. the State of Vermont, gices the following parti- 
culars of the reformation in that Town. 


Rev. Sir, Feb. 21. 1799. 


I Am sensible that under too great a degree of 
animation, even Christians too often exaggerate their 
accounts of revivals of religion. But I will attempt 
a simple, but short narrative of the late wonderful 
; work of God in this place, 


> In the month of April last, there appeared nothing 
among this people but the most rapid increase of 
every species of vice and immorality; and even pro- 
fessors had grown cold as to religious exercises. 


Towards the last of that month, it pleased God 
to visit my poor soul with some sense of my own 
vileness and short comings, and how little I had 
done for God and the good of souls. At this time I 
think I had a glimpse of the infinite character of 
Jehovah, which made me shrink into nothing in my 
own esteem; then, to my astonishment, my soul 
was strangely drawn forth, at particular times, in 
secret prayer, for the salvation of sinners. Repeated 
exercises of this kind gave me a strong confidence, 
that the Lord would soon work salvation in this 
place. There were, however, no favourable symp- 
| toms among the people until the month of July; 
then a young woman, who had been converted some 
years before, was stirred up to propose herself for 
baptism. Her conversation was made the mean of 
the awakening of a number of young people. Thus 
the work began. In August, four persons more 
were baptized. In September, I baptized seventeen. 
Many were awakened by the solemnity of this ordi- 
nance. (Indeed I think there was no one mean more 
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whole course of this work, than the administration 
of baptism.) But to return; we as yet held our 
church conferences, to hear the relations of candi- 
dates, but once a month. At the close of October, 
we were obliged to attend two days, and then were 
not able to hear all that wished to relate. The next 
Lord's-day there was a severe storm; baptism was 
omitted: The church attended two days of that week 
also, to hear the young converts declare what the 
Lord had done for them. I was then under the ne- 
cessity to call for assistance in administering baptism. 
Accordingly, brother Samuel Ragers attended the 
next Sabbath, and we beptized forty-six that day. 
We then found it necessary to hold our church con- 
ferences to hear relations once a week. The next 
Sabbath I baptized twenty-one : the next sixteen; 
the next thirteen; the next nine; and there have 
been but a few weeks since, that I have not been 
called to the precious work of baptizing. Zion's 
gates were then truly thronged with converts ! 


The whole number added to this church, since last 
May, is 175; 25 by letter and other ways; and 150 
by baptism. Our whole number is 340. Many of 
this number are removed into different parts ot the 
country; there are, however, nearly 300 that live 
in this vicinity, the remotest of them not more than 
six miles from our meeting-house. 


There have also been 70 added to the West church 
in this town since the work began; and 13 to the 


East church. 


As the principal means by which this work has 
been carried on, I must say, that no one's little or 
great preaching can justly lay any claim to the ho- 
nours of it. Several brethren in the ministry have 
visited us in the time, and all of them were blessed in 
their labors. A brother Jones, from England, was an 
instrument of awakening some. | 
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I have been filled with wonder and astonishment, 
to see how the Lord has been pleased to succeed some 
of almost all the preaching that has been in this town 
since J have been here. — when I mourned and 
thought I had Jabored in vain, and that my preaching 
was as water spilt upon a rock; the Lord has now 
made it manifest that he designed it for the good of 
souls. O my brother, let us never be discouraged; 
we cannot always tell when our labors are blessed. 
I cannot say how many, but the Lord has made my 
poor weak efforts the means of awakening a consider- 
able number. But the greatest part of the people 
have been awakened by attending the solemnity of 
baptism, and by conversation one with another, — 
Indeed, the most that I can say is, It is the Lard's 
doing, and it is maruellous in our eyes. 


There has not, in years past, been the most cordial 
fellowship between the three baptist churches in 
Shaftesbury ; but the Lord has now effected a happy 
union between us. On the last Lord's-day in Janu- 
ary, we all met at one communion table. That hap- 
py day my soul had desired for years. Nothing but 
experience could have made me believe it possible, 
that I could have felt so much solid delight, antici- 
pated so much trouble, and rejoiced with so much 
trembling, at one and the same time. That day I 
trust will never be forgotten by me. 4 


The north part of Bennington, which lies south of 
us, has shared considerably in this grace, several 
from thence have joined the churches in this town, 
and some few members from the town north of us; 
but the greatest part that have been wrought upon 
are within this town, which is six miles square. 


In about two months after the work began, the 
whole town seemed to be affected. Conference 
meetings were attended two or three times in a week 
in almost every neighbourhood ; and it was Surpriz- 
ing to me, that scarsely a single instance appeared 


B 4 


10 


of any over-heated zeal, or flight of passion! Both 
sinners under conviction, and those newly brought 
into the liberty of the gospel, conversed in their 
meetings with the greatest freedom; they speak one 
at a time a few words, in the most solemn manner 
Jever heard people in my life. And in general they 
speak so low, that their assemblies must be perfectly 
still, or they could not hear them: Vet a remarkable 
power attended their conversation. Sinners would 
tremble as though they felt themselves in the imme - 
diate presence of the great Jehovah. | 


Some of all ranks and characters amongst us have 
been taken; from the most respectable members of 
society to the vilest in the place. Some of our most 
noted Deists have bowed the knee to King Jesus. And 
a number of Untiversalists have forsaken their delusions 


and embraced: the truth. * * 


In the revival four years ago last summer, we then 
received ten children into the church, aged from nine 10 
thirteen years, with a number of young people; all 
of them remain in good standing with us, and are now 
able to help others; excepting one, who I trust, is 
gone to the church triumphant. In this revival we 
have received sixteen whose ages are from nine to 700 
teen years. From nine, I have baptized some of al- 
most every age up to seventy. 
We have. now upwards. of one hundred unmarried 
persons in this church. There are also a large num- 
ber of youths who have joined the other churches in 
this town. O my:God! keep them in the love of 
the truth! My very soul trembles when J think of 
them. There is not a sufficient number of young 
people now left in the town (who can unite) to carry 
on their merry meetings. Every company of them 
is broken up. 955 | 

L lately enjoyed the happiness of having upwards 
of seventy youths and children, that were professors, 
to visit and hold a conference at my house in one 
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evening. You may gueſs, but it would be difficult to 
tell, with what a mixture of joy and trembling I was 
then filled. 


The ſevereſt cold, ſnow and ice, we have had this 
tedious winter, I have not heard once mentioned as 
any terror to the most delicate ladies, young or old, 
we have in the place; but they have cheartully fol- 
lowed their Divine Redeemer to the liquid grave, 
without the least intimidation. 


As to myself, I think if ever I knew whit it was 
to have extraordinary strength, it has been within a 
few months past. My lungs, which I had thought 

were on the decay, now seemed to renew their 

youth. Preaching three and four times'a week, be- 

Sides attending other meetings, almost every day for 

months together, seemed very little, if any, to ex- 

haust my strength. I think, of all men.in the world, 

I have the greatest cause to be humble before God, 

for his abundant goodness bestowed upon a most un- 

worthy wretch. ; 


When I think' upon my weakness and insuffici- 
ency, and the great number of young, inexperienced 
Christians committed to my charge, my heart sinks 
within me; and I am ready to wish they had a more 
able and pious watchman to go before them. But all 
the hope I have is, that He who leadeth Joseph like 
a flock will gather the lambs in his arms, and gently 
lead his flock into the flowery fields of gospel truth, 
and beside the still waters of eternal life. 


sometimes anticipate so much trouble, that it 
uite absorbs my spirits, and drowns my joy. Then 
think it best to rejoice when I can, and let to- mor- 
row take thought for itself. 


It is, however, a very interesting crisis with us; 
if we are faithful, and make a right improvement of 
the great mercies bestowed upon us, we may conti- 
nue to be a happy people: if not, a series of trouble 
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and sorrow awaits us. Dear brother, pray for us 
that we may be kept in the love of the truth; that 
the God of love and peace may ever dwell with us. 


I must not indulge my feelings, I shall intrude 
upon your patience. | 
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EXTRACT VL. 
Gentleman in Pembroke thus writes to his friend in 
ry Boston. 
Dear Sir, Pembroke, April 2. 1799. 


Gop has been pleased to begin a glorious work 
in the first parish in Marsbſield, and a few scattering 
drops in towns adjoining, although but a few as yet. 
O may we all be enabled to wrestle like Jacob and 
prevail like Israel. We need the prayers of all who 
have an interest at the throne of grace, that we may 
be kept from error and delusion. O may the time 
soon come, when the knowledge of God shall cover 
the earth, as the waters do the seas. 


As to the present state of the reformation amongst 
us, there are between thirty and forty, in a judgment 
of charity, brought to the knowledge of the truth; 
and more than that number seem to be under serious 
impressions of mind. 


EXTRACT VII. 
The Rev. P 7. —, of Deer-Isle, writes thus in a 
| Letter to his Friend in Newbury-Port. 
Dear Brother, Deer-Isle, March 20. 17 99. 


IN your last letter to me, you wrote you had 
heard there was a revival of religion somewhere in 
"_ parts; and desired me to give you an account 

Ol it. 45280 - | 
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In the beginning of June last, I was called to 
Mount Desert to administer sacraments to a church 
that have not a stated pastor, and tarried with them 
about nine days; when, in preaching my second ser- 
mon, the glory of the Lord came down in a wonder- 
ful manner. One convicted, and hopefully converted, 
under that sermon, was added to the church about 
two days after, and three others who had before ob- 
tained a hope. Three months after this, I went 
again to administer the Lord's Supper, at which time 
I admitted twenty-eight who had hopefully been 
brought home in the interval. The work of convic- 
tion was then going on powerfully in that town, and 
spreading into those adjoining on the same island.“ 
Our association had licensed dear Mr. Ebenezer Eaton 
to preach, who improved his talent, labouring night 
and day among them, whom the Lord remarkably 
owned. How many have been brought out since LI 
was there, I am not informed ; but according to the 
best accounts, there are many. The Lord multip! 
the number, and add to the church such as shall be 
saved! 


I now. come a little nearer home. In the begin- 
ning of winter, this glorious work began in Sedgwick, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Daniel Merrill. 
Perhaps there hath not been a work so powerful, and 
so much like the work fifcy-eight years ago. In a 
time of such extraordinaries, it could not reasonably 
be expected but some things would be a little wild 
and incoherent, considering the various tempers, infir- 
mities, and dispositions of mankind: But I believe my 
young and dear brother Merrill, with other experi- 
enced christians were very careful to distinguish the 
precious from the vile—to correct errors, © to set 
the people in the way of his steps,“ so that there 
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appears to be no prevalence of enthusiasm among 
them, according to the best information. How great 
the number of those who have been brought to hope, 
Jam not able to give any tolerable good account: 
Solne say there are about an hundred, others about 
double that number: I believe they are all very un- 
certain. Blessed be God, the bens is Still going on 
there, though not with equal rapidity. 

And now, dear Sir, let your imagination paint to 
your view the striking scene of an hundred souls, 
men, women, and children, at the same time under 
the work of the law. The tears, sobs, groans, and 
cries issuing from scores at a time! All the terrors 
of the law crowding and pressing in upon them ; 
their sins, in infinite numbers and aggravations, star- 
ing them in the face; all their old vain hopes gone, 
and cut off, and every refuge failing! Hear them 


freely confessing their old abominations, their former 


_ enmity to the great doctrines of original sin, election, 
the sovereignty of divine, free grace, the power of 
God displayed in effectual vocation ; above all, the 
justice of God in their damnation! How often are 
Souls brought out into the peace and comfort of the 
love of God, and the sweet consolations of the Holy 
Spirit. The dead hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and live. Children are brought to cry © Hosanna to 
the Son of David.” Indeed this glorious work has 
been wonderful among children: and God has made 
instruments of them to perfect his praise in carrying 
on his work. 


This blessed work of God has begun in Plue-Hill; 
but as yet has not gained the ascendency, I shall 
therefore come to my own dear people of Deer-[s/e. 
And here, perhaps the work 1s as remarkable as at 
Sedgwick, but not so rapid. Not more than eight 
months ago it appeared to me that religion was near 
expiring among us, except in a very handful of pro- 
fessors. Deism had taken an unaccountable stride, 
and spread itself over a great number of the inha- 
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bitants. And now, No Bible, no Christ! The 
Christian religion, and Christians, were the song ot 
the drunkard; and drunkenness and every vice was 
deemed harmless, and inoffensive to God. I had no 
reason to think but by the next annual meeting of- 
the town, they would vote the Gospel out from 
them. When the aforementioned work at Penob3cot 
and Afount Desert was going on, it seemed to have 
no influence on our people. This you may be sure 
was grievous to me, However, I think 1 was en- 
abled to bear witness to the truth with great freedom, 
In October, I perceived a more close attention to 
the word, but nothing special as yet. After I was 
confined to my house, the work began to appear; 
and though I could not go abroad, nor preach at the 
Meeting-house, there was seldom a day but more or 
less visited me under their trouble, and I preached-in 
my own house when I was not able to stand on my 
feet, At length we had the assistance of Mr. E. Eaton, 
whom God remarkably owns. I believe there are 
about forty men, women, and children, who have 
obtained a hope; and great numbers are under pres- 
Sing conviction. The work is now on the increase. 
May the Lord continue and still increase it till they 
are all brought in. The mouth of deism is at pre- 
sent Stopped, and against the children of Israel not 
so much as a dog is suffered to move his tongue. O 
may the Lord go on from conquering to conquer, 
till the whole earth shall he filled with his glory. 


Thus, dear Sir, I have complied with your de- 
Sire. If you think proper, you may cause the fore- 
going Narrative to be printed in the newspapers. 
duch accounts may be a mean of putting a careless 
people under consideration. 
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EXTRACT VIII. 


A Letter from a person in Deer-Isle, to a Socicly with 
whick he is connected in Newbury-Port, 
Dated March 15, 1799. 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 


VVHILE I am partaking a rich repast, I hear. 
tily desire my friends may have a share of a feast 
indeed. It is in vain for me to attempt to describe 
the wonders of the love and grace of God manifested 
in a marvellous manner among us; and in the adja- 
cent parts. It has pleased God to visit us by the 
out-pouring of his blessed Spirit, so that even op- 
osers acknowledge it to be the work of God, of 
whom some of the greatest have been (J hope) sav- 
ingly wrought upon. | 
This blessed and glorious work first began in a 
small neighbourhood that have lived in a careless and 
negligent manner as to their attendance on the means 
of grace: The head of the first family that was 
wrought upon, is a man of about sixty years of age: 
I never saw him at meeting but twice since I lived 
on the island, before this winter: God has been 
pleased to visit him and his wife, and they both ap- 
pear to be humble christians, with several others of 
that family. 'I he work is daily increasing and 
Spreading through the town; there were four or five 
brought into the light under one sermon this week; 
there have been nineteen persons come forward and 
made a public profession of religion, and joined the 
Church already, and nearly as many more profess to 
have a hope. 


This work has been more extensive in Sedgwick : 
I am credibly informed it has visited every house for 
fourteen miles, and about one hundred souls are hope- 
fully converted. What shall we say to these things? 
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et us adore the free grace of our blessed God anc 


Saviour. I think there is great encouragement for 
all that love our Lord, nl have an interest at the 
throne of grace, to plead with God to spread this 
glorious work. Let us all adore and praise his name 
for his wonderful works to the sons of men. I bless 
God that he has given me to see such glorious days 
of the Son of Man. It has been a Sabbath to me 
all this winter; 1 have enjoyed a continual feast, 
and find it good to wait on God. I had rather be a 
door-keeper in his house, than to dwell in the tents 
of sin. 


O that it would please God to cause a glorious: 
shower of divine grace to descend upon you. My 
soul longs for your salvation, that every member of 
your little society may be a partaker of the heavenly 
grace; may this be a mean of stirring you up, and 
engaging your hearts in the things of God. Let not 
wordly cares turn your attention from this most im- 
portant concern: Not only our present but everlast- 
ing happiness lies here. 


EXTRACT IX. 


Letter written by Mrs. A-——S , in the diatriet of 
Maine, to the Rev. Isaac Backus, at Middleborough. 


Dear Sir, Litchßeld, April 6. 1799+ 


'T HERE has been a wonderful out-pouring of 
God's Spirit in these parts this winter; especially 
among the youth. As many as twenty five have 
joined this church this winter, who are not more, 
than twenty years old; and one lad who was but 
nine. I —— there is not one house missed for 


seven or eight miles, but what the Lord has taken. 
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some out of every family. And one family, who 
but a few years ago were in open opposition to this 
cause, Seven out of eleven have now professed to 
know Jesus Christ and the power of his resurrection; 
one of whom was baptized last Lord's-day. And 
while we were by the water side, the power of the 
Lord came down like the rushing of a mighty wind. 
One young woman was so struck with a sense of her 
duty that she could not stand on her feet. "The peo- 
ple seeing her faulter, thought she was faint ; but 
She said No, no; her friends were in such opposition 
to the Baptists, that she had never said any thing 
openly about religion,—In the afternoon instead of a 
Sermon $he told her exercises, and two more, who 
were baptized the same day. We thought the re- 
formation was almost over in this place; but we find 
the Lord has not forsaken us; blessed be his name, 
he is still giving us a taste of his Love. 


EXTRACT X. 


dnother Letter, dated Bowdoinham, April 29, 1799, 
from the Rev. Job Macomber, to the same, 
| contains the following. 


SINCE our last Association, elder Vn. Stinson, 
who is ordained over the first church in Litchfield, 
has baptized 118, The greatest part of them belong 
to that town. The winter before last there was the 
most powerful work in Bowdoine that I ever saw 
SINCE i came into these parts. It prevailed through 
the town. Elder Potter baptized 22 in one day. And 
it was as powerful in Litchfield last winter; Elder 
Stinson baptized 13 there in one day. These were 
two as cold winters as were ever known here, The 
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work has now begun in this town. Six persons 
have lately manifested a change of heart; two of 
them are my children, The work still prevails. 


EXTRACT XI. 


From the Rev. J D-—, in Nova-ScorTta, to his 
Friend in Boston, dated Halifax, May 25. 1799. 


Dear Brother, 


Notwithstanding many complaints as to the state 
of religion in some parts; yet God is marvellously 
visiting several townships with the showers of his 
grace, In Annapolis County the following places 
have shared largely, viz. Granville, Willnouth, Nitau, 
and Ayles ford. King's County, Horton, and Grnwal- 
lis, have been wonderfully visited. Sinners have 
been converted to God, and Christians to their duty. 
Two Pedo-baptist Ministers have been baptized, and 
a great many young converts. The three last sacra- 
mental occasions, I think there were baptized, the 
Ist. thirteen—the 2d. twenty-seven—the 3d. twenty- 


eight. 


There are also favourable 2 among the 
Dutch people at Lunenburgh. Many of them who 
had been violent opposers of religion, having spent 
all their arrows, say they will fight no more. Some 
are under very serious impressions, and a few hope- 


tully converted. 
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| EXTRACT XII. 
Containing a further account of the ame work, in a Letter 
from the Rev. I. H. C , to his Friend 
in Boston, dated Annapolis in Nova- 
Scotia, July 15. 1799.“ 


Dear Sir, 


I Am confident you will be glad to hear of the 
advancement of Christ's Kingdom, though by an 
. unskilful hand. Therefore shall attempt to give 

ou some account of what God has done among us. 
The Fall after I was last at Boston, it pleased God 
to visit our Society, at the lower part of Granville; 
it was a blessed time of God's power, and additions 
were made to the church. A year ago last January, 
God began to visit us here, and in our society at 
FFillmouth, where I preach a third part of my time. 
It has been a most astonishing time of God's power, 
such as I never knew before. I cannot give you a 
full description of it. I have frequently been called 
out of my bed at night to visit distressed souls. 
They have sometimes been brought from the deepest 
distress to shout the praises of the living God. My 
four eldest children, I doubt not, are made partakers 
of grace divine. Two of them are baptized. Since 
the work began, I have baptized 173 persons ( in 
about thirteen months) but not all in our church, 
Cormwalls and Horton have Shared largely with us. 
I baptized two of our Ministers 4 last summer, and 
am to baptize another as soon as I can go where he 


lives. 
® In 1794, there were four Baptist Churches in Nova Scotia, the 
principal Minister was Henry Chipman, Sce Auplund : Register. 


+. This Connexion or Association was formed of Pedo and Anti- 
| pedo-baptists, : 
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Our Congregation have increased greatly. Last 
year we built a new Meeting- House at the upper end 
of Granville, where I preach a third part of my time, 
and this summer we have enlarged it twenty feet. 
O that we may never be high-minded, but fear, 


EXTRACT XII. 
From a Minister in Connecticut, to his Friend in Boston. 
Dear Brother in Christ, Lyme, June 30. 1799. 


ACCORDING to your desire, I will endea- 


vour to describe some of the effects of the glorious 


work of God in this place, the preceding, Fall and 


Winter. Previous to which, I must inform you, 
there was a great stupidity on the minds of our bre- 
thren, who appeared to dwell in their ceiled houses 
while the house of God lay waste. There were a few 
drops in the month of August ; but on the first Lord's- 


day in Sep., many began to be alarmed; we therefore 
thought it our duty to appoint a day of fasting and 


prayer, which was on the seventh day of the same 
month.—'There was an universal solemnity, and 

rofound attention observed on the face of the assem- 

ly, which exceeded any thing I ever saw before, 
It was a fast day indeed. The saints arose by con- 
fession of the infinite evil of sin,. — with reso- 
lution to lead a new life.— And in the close of the 
day (like St. Paul) they thanked God, and took cou- 
rage. After this our meetings increased, and the 
blessed effusions of the holy Spirit were distilled upon 
us. It was affecting to behold the saints exhorting; 
backsliders returning; and poor sinners crying for 
mercy. On the first Lord's- day in October we at- 


tended on the ordinance of baptism. My poor soul 


was warmed with the love of God, which made me 
Speak from the heart, and it reached the hearts of my 
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brethren, and the dear assembly; and we enjoyed 
communion with the Father, Son, and Spirit, at the 
Lord's Table. 

After this, conferences increased. My brethren 
were much engaged in prayer to God for the effusion 
of his Spirit. At some of our conferences there was 
a great solemnity upon the young and children; one 
of whom mourned that she had lived in sin twelve 

cars, till she thought she became an old sinner; 
ut it pleased God at this time to reveal Christ to 
_ and many others, and to give them the hope of 
ory. 
4 On the first Lord's-day in November, I baptiz- 
ed two.— It was a good season. The ninth of this 
month, was a memorable night! The Lord glori- 
ously manifested his power and love in bringing three 
persons into the full liberty of the gospel; one of 


whom was my fifth child, who I trust is brought 

into the Kingdom of Christ. Another in agony of 

soul cried out, © Tf I go to hell, I will go begging 
ist 


for mercy ! and her distress increased to such a de- 
gree, that she left her chamber the latter part of the 
night, and went into a mL yard, and fell on her 
knees in great distress, till the kind Lord revealed 
himself to her in a wonderful manner. The third 
was a woman near forty years of age, who gave a 
clear relation of the love of God to her soul. We 
now saw, both in the house of God and in our own 
houses, the sweet influences of the blessed Spirit bow- 
ing stout-hearted sinners to the sceptre of Emanuel. 


The first of December was our Covenant Meet- 
ing preceding the Lord's-day, which was taken up in 
hearing the relations of candidates A number more 
related their exercises the day following; and not- 
withstanding it w2s a very severe snow storm, 
twelve were baptized, a number of whom were 
youths from ten to fifteen years of age. The saints 
in general were animated with the love of God, and 
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were mighty in prayer for precious souls, triumph- 
ing over the united powers of darkness. Indeed it 
is almost beyond my power to give a full description 
of this wonderful ſcene. It is also to be remarked 
that our brethren of the Presbyterian order and other 
denominations joined with us in promoting the cause 
of our blessed Redeemer. About this time, meet- 
ings on week-days were appointed, for receiving can- 
didates, and attending to baptism ; and through the; 
Severity of this tedious winter, I never heard any 
one complain or shrink at the cross, on account of 
the coldness of the weather. 


This work has been gloriously carried on in the 
spirit of love. In the first part of it, there was great 
outcrying, but it gradually subsided into a free deli- 
berate conversation on the dreadful situation they 
were in by nature; and their full determination to 
continue seeking till they should find him of whom 
Moses and the Prophets did write, I never saw 
less opposition to the work of God. 


The principal part of this work, was in our So- 
ciety; but it has spread into others in the neighbour- 
ing towns. More than an hundred we hope have 
received the grace of God; and more than eighty 
have joined the church under my care. 


When I consider the great number of souls com- 
mitted to my charge, and my own insuffciency, my 
heart shrinks within me; but all my hope is in the 
great Head of the Church. My daily prayer is, that 
he would grant me his grace as an under Shepherd, 
to discharge my duty towards God and my dear 
Flock, during my few remaining days. 


The number of members under my care at present, 
is three hundred and thirty six. . 
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Fs ORMATION, though not very correck, Te, 


also been received . a number of towns in Cheshire 
County, in New-Hampshire of a very pleasing and 
extensive reformation. 


The following towns are Said to e shared large- 

in it: viz. Unity, Marlow, Lemster, Alstead, Ack 
worth, Cornish, and Plainfield; with some others in 
that neighbourhood. The towns of Stratham and 
New-Market i in New-Hampshire, are favoured at this 
time with like revivals; but for want of accurate 
documents, a particular account cannot be given. 

If che repentance of sinners causes joy in heaven 
of God, what shouts of immortal 
echoed through all the realms of 
bliss, upon the-accession of such numbers to the Re- 


deemer's Kingdom |! 
O Lord, may thy kingdom come, and thy will be 


done, on earth as it is in heay en, for Christ's sake. 
Amen, 
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